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The temple pil

Foreigners who first hear
about the Camino de Santiago
sometimes find it odd.
Likewise, the daily pilgrimage
of hundreds of tourists to An-
gkor Wat —Japanese, Ameri-
cans, French- before sunrise
and sunset, only to photogra-
ph the temples might seem
strange too. We wake up at
4:45am, to meet our same dri-
ver, sleepily waiting outside
the hotel gate. It is very, very
dark... and through the forest
it is surprisingly chilly! On this
winding 2-lane road, soon we
are in a long line of lights in
the dark, all snaking to Angkor
Wat. The driver shows us whe-
re he'll wait, and we walk silen-
tly in the dark, across a stone
bridge over 500m long. Then
through the outer wall and in-
to a kind of enormous garden,
from which -we can see the
three main buildings, shaped
like lotus, built in square pla-
zas, each level higher than the
other: thus the “temple moun-
tain” style.

The Khmer kings, who were so-
metimes Hindu, sometimes
Buddhist, ruled a powerful em-
pire in Southeast Asia from
the 9th to 13th centuries-
within the timeframe of Arab-
ruled, multi-religious Spain.
And as Granada has the ama-
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Angkor Wat sunrise

zing Alhambra, so Angkor
Thom had a population of
nearly one million people (by
far the largest city in the
world at the time), and An-
gkor Wat.

Sitting with hundreds of
people -and mosquitoes- in
the dark, spread out in the gar-
den, sitting on walls to have a
good view of the temples from
across a small pond...is some-
how strange, but peaceful too.
Here there is no shopping, no
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war... just people watching the
sun rise on a temple and ta-
king pictures. The colors go
from black to grey to purple,
to pink and orange... and are
amazing. The only sound insi-
de these walls are people whis-
pering and camera shutters
going on and off. Finally, mor-
ning comes, and we go inside
to walk along the endless wa-
1Is, with their sandstone relie-
fs, which tells the familiar
Asian epic of the life of the
king Rama. L
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Ron, profesor
de inglés de
Esade, no
pierde un
segundo en
visitar Angkor
Wat, desde
donde nos

cuenta sus
sensaciones

EL CONSULTORIO DE INGLES

He leido la expresion
“he is on first” con la
que se quiere indicar,
pienso, que tal perso-
na ocupa el primer
lugar. Tambien “he is
off base”. Tambien
“he is at short-stop”.
;Podrias decirme si
son expresiones habi-
tuales y qué signifi-
can? No las veo en el
diccionario. Muchas
gracias. Francesc

Creo que hacen refe-
rencia al béisbol, que,
de hecho, es un juego
inglés de nifias pijas
que llego a Estados
Unidos y se convirtio
en un aburrido e inter-
minable. “He’s on
first” significa que es
el primero en batear.
Si miramos el diaman-
te del campo de béis-
bol veremos cuatro
“bases”, que es donde
tiene que correr el
bateador después de
darle a la pilota. “Off
base” significa que el

* jugador no estd pega-

do a la base. “He's at
short stop” se refiere a
una posicion de defen-
sa del equipo no batea-
dor. Pero en Inglaterra
no somos expertos.
Quiza deberias buscar
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a algin americano que
vea la gracia del juego.

Siempre dudo
sobre cuindo debo
utilizar “nothing”
o “anything”. ;Existe
alguna formula
facil de aplicar?
Apache

Una regla facil de
recordar es que “no”
es afirmativo y “any”
es negativo en la mayo-
ria de las oraciones.
“No” significa ninguno
y “any” significa algu-
nos/algun/algo de, o
simplemente no se
traduce. Por ejemplo,
“we've got no good
players in Burnley”
seria “no tenemos nin-
gtn jugador bueno en
Burnley”. En cambio,
“have we got any beer
in the fridge?” seria
“stenemos cerveza en
el frigorifico?”. ;Cuida-
do con las frases que
empiezen con “any”’!
Si decimos “any per-
son can speak En-
glish” querra decir
“cualquier”.
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